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I could almost be a nurse

People I want to hit

I’m only a nurse



Why: “Towards a 

public understanding’?

















Media images of nursing



Angels



But…when things go wrong…



Demons



‘Knee-jerk’ reaction



Initiatives



Francis report (2013)



Four things you didn’t know about nurses

• A highly trusted profession

• Nurses have degrees

• Nurses run clinics

• Nurses do research



A highly trusted profession









Nurses have degrees
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Making nursing a degree-entry profession was 

a disaster.  It was like decreeing that 

motherhood should be for graduates only.  

You automatically excluded many of the best 

and gentlest candidates.







“Unsurprisingly, we found no 

evidence that there is somehow a 

conflict between intellect and 

compassion. What neither Francis 

nor our Commission 

recommended was that potential 

students should spend a year 

working as unqualified and 

unregulated health care support 

workers and, that by a process of 

osmosis, they would somehow be 

fit to become nursing students.”



Conclusion: In hospitals with higher 

proportions of nurses educated at the 

baccalaureate level or higher, surgical patients 

experienced lower mortality and failure to 

rescue rates.



…the Institute of Medicine issued a report in which it 

recommended that the proportion of nurses in the 

United States who hold at least a bachelor’s degree be 

increased from the current level of 50% to 80%...
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422 730 patients aged 50 years or older who 
underwent common surgeries in 300 hospitals 
in nine European countries.



Findings

An increase in a nurses' workload by one patient 

increased the likelihood of an inpatient dying within 30 

days of admission by 7% (odds ratio 1·068, 95% CI 

1·031–1·106), and every 10% increase in 

bachelor's degree nurses was associated with a 

decrease in this likelihood by 7% (0·929, 0·886–

0·973). These associations imply that patients in 

hospitals in which 60% of nurses had bachelor's 

degrees and nurses cared for an average of six 

patients would have almost 30% lower mortality than 

patients in hospitals in which only 30% of nurses had 

bachelor's degrees and nurses cared for an average 

of eight patients.



Findings

An increase in a nurses' workload by one patient 

increased the likelihood of an inpatient dying within 30 

days of admission by 7% (odds ratio 1·068, 95% CI 

1·031–1·106), and every 10% increase in bachelor's 

degree nurses was associated with a decrease in this 

likelihood by 7% (0·929, 0·886–0·973). These 

associations imply that patients in hospitals in which 

60% of nurses had bachelor's degrees and nurses 

cared for an average of six patients would have 

almost 30% lower mortality than patients in hospitals 

in which only 30% of nurses had bachelor's degrees 

and nurses cared for an average of eight patients.







More







Francis report



Focus on practice during ‘training’

1. In nurse training, education and professional 
development there should be an increased focus on the 
practical as well as the theoretical requirements of delivering 
compassionate care. 

2. Training should be reviewed to ensure sufficient practical 
elements are incorporated for a consistent national standard 
to be achieved by all trainees.



Pre-entry exposure

3. There should be a national entry-level requirement that 
students spend at least three months working in the direct 
care of patients under the supervision of a registered 
nurse. Such experience would ideally include older people 
and involve hands-on physical care. Satisfactory completion 
of this direct care experience should be a condition of 
continuing nurse training.



More









Nurses run clinics





Removal of foreign bodies from children’s ears: a 
nurse-led clinic

• A reduction in the hours junior doctors are allowed to work 
and changes to their training have led to opportunities to 
develop and expand the scope of nurses, with advanced 
nurses practitioners leading the way in challenging 
traditional professional boundaries (RCN 2012)



Removal of foreign bodies from children’s ears: a 
nurse-led clinic

• Specialist nurses in the UK have been found to be clinically 
and cost effective (RCN 2010), and have a role in reducing 
unnecessary hospital admissoins.



Removal of foreign bodies from children’s ears: a 
nurse-led clinic

• At the ear, nose and throat (ENT) outpatient clincic at 
Birmingham Children’s Hospital, the success rate for the 
removal of foreign bodies from children’s ears by junior 
doctors was low.

• The clinic led by the advanced practitioners was more 
successful at removing foreign bodies from children’s ears 
than either the registrar-led or junior doctor-led clinics.







Results. A total of 47 patients in the 

intervention group and 50 in the control 

group completed the 12-month trial. The trial 

revealed no statistically significant 

differences between groups in mean change 

of Disease Activity Score 28, Visual

Analogue Scales for pain, the Health 

Assessment Questionnaire, satisfaction with 

or confidence in obtaining rheumatology 

care.



The patients in the nurse practitioner only 

group, overall and stratified by medical 

productivity index status, had significantly 

improved outcomes compared with all 

primary care physician provider groups 

regarding healthcare services utilization, 

patient health outcomes and healthcare 

costs.



The available evidence suggests that 

appropriately trained nurses can perform 

diagnostic endoscopy safely and with 

similar outcomes to doctors



Nurses do research
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Nursing research gets reported



He went to him and bandaged his 

wounds, pouring on oil and wine. 

Then he put the man on his own 

donkey, brought him to an inn and 

took care of him.
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